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BEHAVIOR SUPPORT TEAM

Palm Springs Unified School District's Behavior Support Team is comprised of a Board Certified

Behavior Analyst, Behavior Interventionist, Teacher on Special Assignment and

BEhaViOT Paraprofessionals.
Support

Team California voters passed Proposition 47, the Safe Neighborhoods and Schools Act (SNSA)

(https://drive.google.com/file/d/IMOloDWxKcdvPWqLIq_yUjC4Kfk9scRzj/view?usp=sharing),

in November 2014. Subsequent legislation in 2016 established the Learning Commmunities for

School Success Program (LCSSP).

The LCSSP was established for the purpose of implementing the K-12 education portion of the SNSA. Through this program, the
Department will administer grants and coordinate assistance to local educational agencies (LEAs) to support their efforts in identifying
and implementing evidence-based, nonpunitive programs and practices aligned with the goals for pupils contained in each of their local

control and accountability plans (LCAP), pursuant to Education Code (EC) Section 47606.5, 52060, or 52066, as applicable.

STAFF RESOURCES LINK
(HTTPS://DRIVE.GOOGLE.COM/DRIVE/FOLDERS/IKHPBZTCXR5COGWSBWSW7BSXP20EWL17B?USP=SHARING)

Our Team

Tammy Heo (mailto:theo@psusd.us)

Behavior Analyst

Rose Davila (mailto:bdavila@psusd.us) X Ask the PSUSD chatbot!

Behavior Interventionist

PSUSD

PALM SPRINGS
UNIFIED
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Alexis Valenzuela (mailto:avalenzueal@psusd.us)

Behavior Interventionist

Skip To Main Content

https://www.psusd.us/departments/b/behavior-support-team 1/6


https://www.psusd.us/
https://www.psusd.us/departments
https://www.psusd.us/departments
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MO1oDWxKcdvPWqLIq_yUjC4Kfk9scRzj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MO1oDWxKcdvPWqLIq_yUjC4Kfk9scRzj/view?usp=sharing
mailto:theo@psusd.us
mailto:theo@psusd.us
mailto:bdavila@psusd.us
mailto:bdavila@psusd.us
mailto:avalenzueal@psusd.us
mailto:avalenzueal@psusd.us
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KhPBzTCxR5coGWsbWSw7bsXp2oeWl17b?usp=sharing

9/28/26, 8:22 AM Behavior Support Team

Sarah Martin (mailto:smartin@psusd.us)

Teacher on Special Assignment

Sandy Adolph (mailto:sadolph@psusd.us)

Paraprofessional, Behavior

Eric Martinez (mailto:emartinezi@psusd.us)

Paraprofessional, Behavior

Vinny Mejorado (mailto:vmejoradoiii@psusd.us)

Paraprofessional, Behavior

Brianna O'Brien (mailto:bobrien@psusd.us)

Paraprofessional, Behavior

Raul Orozco (mailto:rorozco@psusd.us)

Paraprofessional, Behavior

Isabella Perez (mailto:iperez@psusd.us)

Paraprofessional, Behavior

Sauvi Heo

(https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/IFAIpQLSfFEMBEWK7GCsKg53RE_Ftd94r1Dc7nPgAhxSuUWz4NyEe3yQ/viewform?

usp=dialog)

Therapy Dog

Ask the PSUSD chatbot!
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ORGANIZATIONAL CHART

Behavior Support Team Organizational Chart
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Job Description Links

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT - STUDENT SERVICES (HTTPS://DRIVE.GOOGLE.COM/FILE/D/IDH6QVLY9PNNPC-
_RVT9YTRONW-HECHIP/VIEW?USP=SHARING)

BEHAVIOR ANALYST (HTTPS://DRIVE.GOOGLE.COM/FILE/D/1IEFXLA3UKXEUNRTZKBX8TGG7C-PZLEJHE/VIEW?
USP=SHARING)

BEHAVIOR INTERVENTIONIST
(HTTPS://DRIVE.GOOGLE.COM/FILE/D/14_AVKQUIGDZKCYNOZ8MG631VDPGOILYT/VIEW?USP=SHARING)

COORDINATOR OF STUDENT SERVICES
(HTTPS://DRIVE.GOOGLE.COM/FILE/D/1T7MWQWY9V4173TXIXF40OV90OCY2BFYLBHQ/VIEW?USP=SHARING)

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES
(HTTPS://DRIVE.GOOGLE.COM/FILE/D/18NESH21VFSLHLIDWIJIWI1DOLAQSPM3WFVF/VIEW?USP=SHARING)

PARAPROFESSIONAL - BEHAVIOR
(HTTPS://DRIVE.GOOGLE.COM/FILE/D/IQHUKI3KZJ7DZDRBUSLZQNTQ9XGYIEDNI/VIEW?USP=SHARING)

TOSA - STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES (HTTPS://DRIVE.GOOGLE.cCOASK thw1PSIWSD \chiatboBAMVPT" Z_U-
RYSG93/VIEW?USP=SHARING)
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Purpose

The goals of the LCSSP are to support evidence-based, non-punitive programs and practices to keep the state’s most vulnerable pupils in
school. These programs and practices must complement and enhance the actions and services identified to meet the LEA's goals per the

LEA's LCAP."

There have been a number of recent changes in and around PSUSD. In the past year, the district’s “high risk” student count has increased

from 89% to 97%.
Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP) goals and strategies

Palm Springs Unified School District commmits to four LCAP goals. The following two goals are identified as priority goals for the purposes

of the LCSSP grant, addressing truancy while supporting students at risk of dropping out of school or who are victims of crime.
LCAP Goal 2: Parent and Community Partnerships

Palm Springs Unified School District will collaborate with families and our local communities to ensure all students are actively engaged

in learning and connected in meaningful ways to their school community.

Strategies for addressing this goal will include increasing parent connection through outreach and offering of resources. Resources
include sharing upcoming district events, training and discussion that is relevant for families of high-risk students, and individualized
check-ins or home visits as needed. Positive interventions and supports that align with school practices will be shared with families to
encourage generalization to the home setting. Efforts will combine to increase communication between families and the school

community, in turn, improving behavior and attendance, reducing suspensions, and improving access to instruction.
LCAP Goal 3: Safe and Secure Environment
Palm Springs Unified School District will provide students with a clean, healthy, physically and emotionally safe learning environment.

Strategies for addressing this goal will include the Behavior Support Team'’s (BST) utilization of a multi-tiered system of supports (MTSS)
that ranges from district-wide to individual student implementation. Within a tiered system, the BST will implement Positive Behavioral
Interventions and Supports (PBIS), Restorative Practices (RP), and Social Emotional Learning (SEL) across tiers 1, 2, and 3. Tier 3 supports
will offer the highest-needs students access to individual behavioral support and mental health support that aligns with behavioral
needs. Efforts will improve student access to academics by improving school climate, decreasing suspensions and absenteeism,
increasing general engagement, increasing physical and emotional safety, and strengthening students’ interpersonal and problem-

solving skills.

School climate reflects the students’ experience at school, and will result in more positive outcomes, overall. Consistent, district-wide
implementation of a Multi-tiered System of Supports (MTSS) creates a positive enAsictheaRSUSD ahatbot!i studer  one where
expectations are objective and predictable. Positive school climate is one of the best indicators of outcomes such as “increaseu academic

achievement, increased teacher retention, and reduced discipline referrals.” (PBIS.org)

The interventions and supports of MTSS help students build relationships, which is a key factor in student success. Additionally, a
supportive school environment allows each student to work through unique challenges and catch up with peers who might not have the

same challenges. MTSS defines tiers of intervention for both academic and behavioral challenges, school-wide and individually.
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Schoolwide expectations, tiered systems of support, and consistent data analysis are hallmarks of PBIS, and are critical to its success.
Implementing this framework helps to focus educators and students on positive interactions and student achievement rather than on

student failures and punishment.
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